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Federal Communications Commission -.~ r (", \' '
Office of the Secretary

445 12th Street. S.W.

Room TW-A325

Washington. DC 20554

Dear Sir or Madam:

In the matter of: Request for Review by Joplin R8 School District of Decision of

Universal Service Administrator. Reference FCC Docket Nos. 97-21 and 96-45.

This letter concerns both the Joplin R8 School District. The Schools and Libraries

Division (SLD) and Empire Electric Co. The following information may be useful to you:

Applicant Name:

SLD Form 471 Application No.:

SLD Billed Entity No:

Contact Information:

Joplin R8 Schools

82921

137286

Angela Neria

Director. Technology Services

Joplin R8 Schools

P.O. Box 128

Joplin. MO 64802

417.625.5200

417.625.5210 fax
aneria@mail.jo.plin,k12,mo.us

SLD Funding Request No. being appealed: 82636

SLD Service Provider SPIN: 143008207

SLD Service Provider Name: The Empire District Electric Company
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Joplin R8 School District applied for funding for the services provided by Empire District

Electric Company under the category of telecommunication services. The Schools and

Library Division (SLD) changed the category to internal connections. We appealed this

change based on the belief that the appropriate category is telecomm services as this is

the lease of fiber optics for our district's wide area network. This is very similar to the

leasing of telephone lines for the same purpose. The lease of these fiber optics cables is

the most economic way to provide internet and other wide area network services to the

Joplin R8 facilities.

We received a letter from the SLD dated May 26, 1999 (enclosed) that stated that " ... the

request for leased fiber through Empire District Electric Company was inadvertently

changed to Internal Connections. It will be placed in the Telecommunication Service

category to reflect how it was originally submitted. Unfortunately, the status will still

remain denied because Empire District Electric Company is not a registered

telecommunications provider with regard to this program."

We are now sending this letter to you based on the last sentence the SLD's denial. We

feel that Empire District is a registered telecommunications provider with regard to this

program. We believe that the following information should lead you to investigate their

decision to deny Joplin R8 Schools ERATE assistance.
1. Empire District Electric Company has been assigned a SPIN (143008207) by the

SLD.
2. Empire District Electric Company has been approved as a service provider for

another local school district by the SLD (see enclosed 3 page letter on USAC

letterhead to Empire District regarding the approval of the Galena, KS school district)

3. Empire District is certified as both an interexchange telecommunications and local

exchange telecommunications provider (see attached memorandum).

Please feel free to contact me if you have further questions or comments.

Angela Neria
Technology Services
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Administrator's Decision on Appeal
May 26, 1999

Ross Lauck
Joplin R8 Schools
1717 E. 15m Street, Post Office Box 128
Joplin, MO 64802

Re: Billed Entity Nwnber: 137286
Application Number: 82921
Funding Request Number(s): 82636
Your Correspondence Dated: February 26, 1999

After thorough review and investigation of your appeal, the Schools and Libraries Division (SLD) of
the Universal Servi~ Administrative Company has resolved your appeal which seeks approval of
additional discounts for the first program year. This letter addresses our decision concerning each
Funding Request Nwnber that was included in your letter of appeal for the above referenced
Application Number. If your letter of appeal addressed more than one Application Nwnber, a
separate letter will be issued to infonn you ofour decision on the appeal ofeach Application Number
included in your appeal.

Funding Rgmest Number: 82636
Decision on Appeal: Denied in Full.

The following explanation is provided to infonn you of the reason for our decision on appeal of this
Funding Request Number.

Denial Reason:
f'\/v'.
- The request for leased fiber for through Empire District Electric Company was inadvertently

changed to Internal Connections. It will be placed in the Telecommunication Service category to
reflect how it was originally submitted. Unfortunately, the status will still remain denied because
Empire District Electric Company is not a registered telecommunications provider with regard to
this program. ~

~
Ifyou feel further examination ofyour application is in order, you may file an appeal with the Federal
Communications Commission, Office of the .Secretary, 445 12m Street, SW, Room TW-A325,
Washington, DC 20554. Before preparing and submitting your appeal, please be sure to review the
FCC roles concerning the filing of an appeal of an Administrator's Decision, which are posted to the



SLD Web Site at < www.sl.universaIservice.org>. You must file your appeal with the FCC no later
than 30 days from the date ofthe issuance ofthis letter, in order for your appeal to be timely filed.

Once this appeal decision letter is issued to you, we can and will process invoices that may be
submitted for Funding Request Numbers approved for discounts in the Funding Commitment
Decisions Letter that was originally issued to you.

We thank you for your continued support, patience, and cooperation during the appeal process.

Schools and Libraries Division
Universal Service Administrative Company
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